AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

In the letters that follow Henry protests first against the
growing coldness and delay in the negotiations, then against the
reception by the Emperor of Cardinal Pole. He also wrote
personally in French to Charles, his good brother and * per-
petual ally ', to reinforce his ambassador's request.

vin.To WRIOTHESLEY, VAUGHAN AND CARNE*

By the King

[Dec. 23, 1538.]

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. Advertising
you, that after long expectation to hear of your proceedings and
other occurrences there, whereof we be much desirous more
often to be advertised, at the last arrived here the 20th of this
month our courier Francisco, who brought unto us your letters
dated from Brussels the i6th of this present, whereby we per-
ceive right amply your discourses had with the Queen Dowager
our sister, and with her Council there appointed to confer with
you, upon the contents of our last letters sent unto you. And
like as we like well and take in good part the discourses and
remonstrations made unto them for your behalf, so we cannot
a little marvel of the very frosty coldness and slack remissness
they show now, in very deed far from the correspondence of
the sincerity we looked to have had, as well upon the
Emperor's promises and offers largely made unto ,us, and also
upon the good and fair words ye had of them at the beginning
of your conferences, and at your arrival there. We cannot but
think it very strange that whereas ye desired of our said sister,
the Queen Regent, having no power by her commission to sub-
stitute any Commissioners under her, a bill signed with her
hand, promising upon her honour to observe, conclude and
ratify all that should be concluded between you and them, or
to have it by copy under her Secretary's hand, she will, and her
Council also, so much stick at a thing, which is but a trifle unto
them, but to us a thing of good moment and importance. For
albeit we call not their honour and the observation of their
word in question, yet prudent dealing requireth that in such
1 His ambassadors at Brussels.
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